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Charter Day School Spring Festival and Open House 
Set for April 18th 

Helicopters, live bands and party jump-
ers are only part of the entertainment 
scheduled for Charter Day School’s 
Spring Festival and Open House on 
April 18th from 1-4 PM. Family, friends 
and neighbors are invited to join teach-
ers, administrators and staff for a fun 
filled day. Admission is free. 

There will be food, games and  entertain-
ment provided, as well as reading dem-
onstrations, to show why Charter Day 
School has been the recipient of numer-
ous high academic achievement  awards 
since opening in 2000. 

This is the school’s first, public Spring 
Festival  at it’s Leland site, set on 52 
scenic acres off of Route 74/76 in Bruns-
wick County. 

“We are excited to welcome the public 
to come and   see our beautiful campus,” 
says Headmaster Jennifer Beamer.  “We 
provide a safe environment for our K-8 
children with a proven, achievement- 
based curriculum. We are very proud of 
the accomplishments of our students and 
look forward to welcoming more to our 
growing enrollment.  We hope to meet  
families from local communities and let 
them see why Charter Day School has 
been ranked a Top 25 School as well as a 
“School of Excellence”. 

Brunswick County Emergency Services 
personnel will be on hand demonstrating 
their helicopters, fire trucks, ambulances 
and K9 police dog procedures. 

Free entertainment will include: 
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Additional highlights will include a 
dunking booth, Fitwize obstacle course, 
a BCHD– Health Promotion booth  and 
many “Ask-Me” booths for grades K-8.  

Boy Scout Troop 705 will also be in 
attendance . 

Please plan on attending and enjoying  
music, food and fun for all.  In the 
event of rain, this event will be moved 
to April 25th. 

�       Enrollment Forms Inside! 
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Upco ming  Even ts 
 

* Apr i l  8 th :  Ch i l d  Sa fe t y        
 Sea t  I nspec t i on  
*M ay  9 th :  B i cy c le  Rodeo    
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Leland - Charter Day 
School has the highest 
proficiency score of all 
elementary schools in 
Brunswick and Colum-
bus Counties that passed 
the Federal AYP stan-
dard – Adequate Yearly 
Progress. A school’s 

proficiency score is the percentage of how 
many tests were passed by students in rela-
tion to the total number of tests that these 
students were given.  Tests included in the 
total were reading, math, computer science, 
science and writing. The 2007-2008 data 
were released in Raleigh after the election of 
the State Board of Education. 

Charter Day School also beat the county and 
state averages as shown in the table below.  
Nearly 40% more Charter Day School low-
income students achieved proficiency than 
the state average. 

Mark Cramer, Superintendent of The Roger 
Bacon Academy, which operates Charter Day 
School and its sister school Columbus Char-
ter School in Whiteville, says that every par-
ent is free to choose to send their child to one 
of these schools. 

Charter Day School Tops List in Brunswick, Columbus Counties  
for Highest ABC Scores 

Cramer said that some parents have 
the mistaken idea that because of above-
average scores, the schools are only for the 
advanced or gifted students.  “But nothing 
could be further from the truth,” he said. 
“Many parents choose to transfer to our 
school because their child was not being 
successful in his or her former school.  Our 
direct instruction methods usually enable 
the student to catch up to grade level 
within a year or even less,” he explained. 

“In particular, our low-income students 
enjoy a 40% higher success rate here at the 
school – operated by The Roger Bacon 
Academy – than low-income students on 
average in the county or state,” he added.  
“These are the students who, if not prop-
erly prepared, will risk dropping out of 
high school.” 

Charter Day School is a tuition-free public 
school of choice open to all North Carolina 
children.  It currently has 721 students 
enrolled in grades K through 8 from five 
coastal counties. Charter Day trains its 
teachers to use a direct instruction system-
atic phonics-based reading curriculum and 
direct math curriculum that builds on basic 
math facts.  

Direct instruction with systematic phonics, basic math facts, credited with success 
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Both subjects stress speed and accu-
racy in performance of basic skills. 
Forty-two percent of its student body 
qualifies for free or reduced meals 
based on low family income. Inter-
ested parents may call 655-1214 for 
information. 

 

 

*The table below compares Charter 
Day School averages to Brunswick 
and Columbus Counties as well as 
those in the state of North Carolina. 

Spaces Still Available for 2009 School  Year 

Kindergarten and Grade 5 still have a few enrollment slots available 
Enrollment 2009 is under way.  Charter Day School students come to Leland from New Hanover, Bladen, 

Brunswick and  Columbus counties.  There is limited availability for all grades, K-8, with Kindergarten and 
Grade 5  still having a few unfilled slots. Please call today for enrollment information before all slots are taken.  
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JLF honors charter school founder with Pope Award  

Baker Mitchell cited for 'Advancement of Freedom' �  

RALEIGH -- The John Locke Foundation has honored Baker 
Mitchell, founder of the 750-student Charter Day School in 
Brunswick County, for his efforts to promote the "advancement 
of freedom."  

Mr. Mitchell collected the John William Pope Sr. Award for the 
Advancement of Freedom in North Carolina during the Locke 
Foundation's 19th anniversary dinner celebration Feb. 4.  

Before a crowd of 475 people, JLF President John Hood touted 
Mitchell's work in starting Charter Day School in Leland, which 
now has 750 students in grades K-8, and Columbus Charter 
School, with 350 students in grades K-4 registered for the up-
coming year.  

"The astounding thing to note is that with nearly 30 percent less 
money, these public charter schools have 40 percent more of 
their economically disadvantaged students score proficient on the state tests than the state's average for all students," Hood 
said. 

Mitchell started the Brunswick school in 2000 with 53 students in grades K-2. Its academic successes have attracted families 
from five surrounding counties, Hood said. "We try to work closely with the traditional public schools in the area and with 
UNC-Wilmington to share our instructional model so it can be more widely disseminated," Mitchell added. 

 Mitchell credited Superintendent Mark Cramer and the hundreds of dedicated teachers and staff for the schools' success. 
"Superintendent Cramer does much of the heavy lifting," Mitchell said. "I believe every staff member is keenly aware of the 
freedom that parents have to enroll or withdraw their children in these tuition-free public schools. Everyone knows their job 
depends upon being responsive to each student's needs and that every child can learn when properly taught." 

The John William Pope Sr. Award is named after the late innovator in the retail industry who built his family business, Vari-
ety Wholesalers, into a Forbes Private 500 company. The work of the John William Pope Foundation in supporting educa-
tion, the arts, civic causes, and public-policy organizations, in North Carolina and throughout the country, will forever stand 
as a legacy of responsibility, service, and commitment, Hood said. 

"Along with the founders of our great country, John William Pope knew that education was the key to preserving our de-
mocratic freedoms," Hood said. "That is why our awards committee felt that Baker Mitchell deserved recognition for his 
efforts in improving the academic successes of many North Carolina children." 

The Charter Day School Board of Trustees hopes to open a third charter school in Duplin County in 2010 if the State Board 
of Education approves their application this summer, Mitchell said. "Meanwhile, we accept the challenge laid down by 
President Bush that no child shall be left behind."  

Mitchell also pointed out that President Obama has pledged to quadruple the number of charter schools in the country and 
has stated that he would increase federal assistance to start up new schools to more than $750 million. "Unfortunately, be-
cause North Carolina has a cap of 100 schools and the new schools are only replacements, our state will have to forfeit its 
share as we have for the last several years." 

"In contrast, each new charter school in Louisiana will receive $800,000 in federal start-up assistance,” Mitchell mentioned.  

The John Locke Foundation is a nonprofit, nonpartisan public policy institute based in Raleigh. Its mission is to develop and 
promote solutions to North Carolina's most critical challenges. The Locke Foundation seeks to transform state and local gov-
ernment through the principles of competition, innovation, personal freedom, and personal responsibility in order to strike a 
better balance between the public sector and private institutions of family, faith, community, and enterprise. 



In Fall of 2008 a new com-
puter lab equipped with the latest 
hardware and software was com-
pleted.    

With the fast pace of technol-
ogy changing how children study 
and gather information, this lab 
gives them the tools they need to 
improve their computer compe-
tency. 

John Moseley teaches 7th and 
8th grade History and sees how his 
student’s “lights go on” when they 
learn a new computer skill. His 
classes are learning about the Great 
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We have had three great  quar-
ters and are looking forward to 
completing another successful 
year.  After only two short years in 
Whiteville, we have set the standard as 
the place to be for children in Elementary 
School.  We currently have over 250 children and an-
other 100 accepted for 2009/2010.  Ms. Fisher’s first grade 
classroom says it all on the 100th day about the great year we 
have enjoyed.  Our parents, students, and staff make Co-
lumbus Charter School an  awesome place to be.  Thank 
you all! 

Steve Smith, 

Headmaster 

Columbus Charter School 

910-641-4042 

Students actively engaged in 
learning computer skills 
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Depression as well as current 
events, such as the state of our 
economy and the stock market, by 
logging into websites and research-
ing existing online data.  

“Teaching them how to do a 
Power Point as well as doing pres-
entations, is preparing them for the 
world they will be entering after 
they graduate,” he said. “Their in-
teraction and detailed questions 
show me how much they enjoy us-
ing the computer lab. They are 
learning advanced skills needed to  
enter a competitive business world 
in years to come.” 

Hello from Columbus  

Charter School!   

 

 

Each computer runs Windows XP 
Pro operating system with a full suite 
of the latest Office applications such as  
WORD, PowerPoint, Publisher, and 
Excel and is ported into the campus’ 
high-speed, wireless network. 
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***School applying for:   Charter Day School _______        Columbus Charter School _______*** 
(Check One) 
 
2009-2010 APPLICATION FOR 
STUDENT ENROLLMENT 
 
Date of Application:                            . 

Is this applicant the child of a Charter Day or Columbus Charter School staff member? Yes/No  ____  

If yes, who? __________________________ 

**  Does this applicant have a sibling who is currently enrolled in Charter Day School?  _________  

If yes, current student’s name and grade: _____________________________  

 
 
STUDENT INFORMATION   Grade applying for :    (Proof of grade level will be required) 
 
Last Name:    First   Middle  Gender   

 

Address:                            

   Street   City   State  Zip  County 

Phone (Hm): _______________                   Social Security Number: _____-____-_____                                      

 

Birth Date:   Age_____________  

     (Kindergarten students must be 5 yrs old by Aug 31st) 

 

Ethnic Origin:  ___Am. Indian ___Asian ___Black ___Hispanic ___White ___Multi 

 
FAMILY INFORMATION 
Father’s Name:          _____________  

   Last    First    MI 

Address: ______________________________________________________________________________ 

  Street   City   State  Zip County 

Phone # __________________      Cell phone #   ________________ Work Phone #   _________________ 

 

Email address: __________________________________________ 

 

Mother’s Name:           _______ 

   Last    First                                             MI 

Address:           _______ 

(If same as above leave blank) Street   City  State  Zip County 

Phone #      Cell phone #   ________________ Work Phone #   _______________ 

 

Email address: ________________________________________________ 
 
Note:   
Thank you for your interest in our schools. 
It is important that you notify us if any phone numbers change.     If your child is wait-listed, we will attempt to call all available numbers 
if a space becomes available.  
  

Date Received:                                                  (Office Use Only) 



- - - fold here  - - - 

- - - fold here  - - - 

To: 

Charter Day School and Columbus Charter School 

 7055 Bacon’s Way 

 Leland, NC 28451 

 Attention: Student Registration 

 

Please Place 
Stamp Here 

From: 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 
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School Pledge 
I pledge to keep myself healthy in 

body, mind, and spirit- 

I pledge to be truthful in all my works- 

I pledge to be virtuous in all my deeds- 

I pledge to be obedient and loyal to 
those in authority- 

So long as I shall live.�
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Azalea Festival 2009 fast approaches and nationally ranked 
Roger Bacon Academy/Charter Day School cheerleaders will be 
performing in the parade, demonstrating their  award winning 
skills.  

The  62nd Annual Azalea Festival is set for April 1-5 in 
downtown Wilmington. The parade will be held on April 4th  at 
9 AM. There will also be a Charter Day School Booth set up on 
Front Street between Market and Dock Streets. 
 These talented young ladies placed 4th in the nation at 
Nationals, which were held in Orlando Florida in 2008.  Hope 
you have the chance to witness their talents and skills on the 4th.  

          Basketball Added to After School Lineup 

 Cheer leaders  t o  Per fo rm in  Aza lea  
Fes t i va l  Parade 

RBA Basketball Club Enjoying New Facilities 

The following Charter Day School 
Students, and RBA Vikings, will be 
honored at the Regional Level for 
Academic Excellence:           
                1st Team Participants 
Jordan Anderson, Kayde 
Brown ,Kaitlin Butcher, Luke Cason, 
Constance Chadwick, Mallone Cole, 
Taylor Dean, Tatyana Grant, Kelly 
Heyer, Abby LaFave, Austin Little, 
Shelby Mathis, Rebecca McKenzie , 
Abby Mintz, Alexis Ramirez , Am-
ber Yurgel  
                2nd Team Participants  

Arin Anderson, LaBria Drayton, Beth-
any Faulk, Jalissa Freeman, 
Katlin Middleton, 
Chase Wescott  
 

Congratulations to the following RBA Middle 
School students for receiving awards and cash 
prizes for their winning entries in the Shallotte Jr. 
Women's Club Art Contest:  Steve Johnson, An-
thony Natale, Sam Hatch, Cameron Tate, Jasmine 
Chandler, and Kayla Radford.  Jasmine and Kayla 
also received honors at the Regional event, and 
Kayla’s artwork was selected to advance to the 
State Competition where she also placed in the 
top three….WAY TO GO! 

RBA ARTISTS SHINE! 

Mark your calendars and don’t lose track of the time, it will be August before you 
know it.  August means Pop Warner Football and Cheer!  We will begin registra-
tion very soon for our fifth season of Viking football and cheer in the Coastal Pop 
Warner League.   We are hoping to fill teams for all of our students and interested 
neighbors from ages 5-15 years of age.  Registration information will go home soon 
here on our campus, or you may contact Mr. La Fave or Coach Jean for details.  
(619-0137; daryllafave@yahoo.com; www.rbavikings.com ). 

It has been very exciting watching the completion of RBA’s new Basketball 
facility.  It is a great addition to our campus, and we would like to thank all 
of our great parents that support the Booster club and their fundraising ef-
forts.  Your hard work has created a great opportunity in the RBA Basket-
ball Club.  Almost 60 students from the fourth through eight grade enjoy 
learning to play basketball with Coach Stacy and Mr. La Fave. Thank you 
Booster Club! 
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RBA  Cheerleaders Awarded for Academic Achievement 

 Each year, the most aca-
demically accomplished Pop War-
ner kids compete for Academic All-
American status. This process be-
gins at the association level and up 
through each of the eight Pop War-
ner regions to the national level.  
 Two Charter Day School 
students were just awarded National 
Scholar status for this prestigious 
award.  On April 1st, Abby Lafave, 
Grade 5,and Amber Yurgal, Grade 
6 ,were notified that they had been 
awarded scholarships for Academic 
All-American status. They will be 
honored at the Awards Ceremony 
on May 22nd 2009 in Orlando, 
Florida.  Hats off to some great  
RBA kids! 

RBA Football Gearing up for Season 

Two on Squad Win at Nationals 
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To: 

Genera l  Schoo l  In fo rmat ion  
Fo unded:      2000  wi th  65  s tudents  i n  grades K-2  
Cur ren t ly :    2009  wi th  750  in  grades K-8  
Awa rds :       2005  Honor  Schoo l  o f  Exce l lence ,  Top  25  K-8  in  NC,  AYP  
Ca mpus :      52  wooded  acres ,  12  minu tes  west  o f  W i lmington o f f  H74 -76  

Headmaster’s Letter        

I am excited to welcome our students, 
families, friends and neighbors to our 
first ever, public Spring Festival and 
Open House on April 18th. 

We are extremely proud of our 
students and their achievements, and 
we look forward to a big turnout in 
April for this event. 

Each time I walk into a class-
room, I find all our children actively 
engaged and learning.  I am ex-
tremely proud of our students and can 
see they have developed a life-long 
love for learning. 

One reason our school has 
achieved such scholastic success is 
due to the involvement of our par-
ents. Their support is remarkable.  
They have helped tremendously with 
our new Accelerated Reading Pro-
gram as well as assisting the teachers 
in their classrooms.  Parent involve-
ment is always welcomed. 

Our teachers and our support 
staff are another key to our academic 
success. They stand out in the teach-

7055 Bacon's Way 
Leland, NC  28451 

Phone:  910-655-1214 
Fax:      910-655-1549 
www.CharterDaySchool.org 
Email: jbeamer@rogerbacon.net 

T h e  R o g e r  B a c o n  A c a d e m y  a n d   
C h a r t e r  D a y  S c h o o l  N e w s p a p e r  

ing field and do whatever they need to 
assure that all students are learning.  
We provide weekly training for our 
teachers, which contributes to their 
ability to learn as they teach.  We are 
constantly assessing and fine-tuning 
our delivery of instruction to enhance 
our students’ learning experience.  Our 
proactive stance in doing this on a 
consistent basis is a contributable fac-
tor to our school’s above-average pro-
ficiency scores. 

I hope to see many of our stu-
dents, their families, and their friends 
on April 18th as we open our campus 
to the public.  It is an opportunity for 
us to meet and involve the local com-
munity and show them what Charter 
Day School is all about. 

Sincerely, 

Jennifer Beamer, Headmaster 


