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Reminiscent  of an idyllic summer campground, 

replete with tall pines and the 

peaceful whispers of nature, this 50-acre campus in Brunswick County is 

home to one of the most impressive educational institutions in the county and, 

in fact, the entire state of North Carolina. 

Charter Day School and Roger Bacon Academy, which is celebrating its 

tenth year anniversary this year, first opened its doors in 2000 with just 53 

students in grades K through 2. Over the past nine years its enrollment has 

grown to 750 students in grades K through 8, and in 2007 it opened a sister 

campus in Columbus County.

Charter Day School
Celebrates its First Decade with Distinction

education	
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This past April more than 3,000 parents, 

students and community members 

participated in the school’s first ever Spring 

Festival and Open House. The day’s 

festivities included entertainment by local 

bands, cheerleading and gymnastic 

demonstrations, grade-level sponsored 

booths, and tons of hot dogs, sodas and 

cotton candy. 

“This event was an opportunity for us to 

meet and involve the local community and 

show them what Charter Day School is all 

about,” says Jennifer Beamer, headmaster.

During its short history, the school has 

garnered many awards, including being 

ranked by the North Carolina Board of 

Education as one of the Top-25 Schools in 
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Why the demand for these nontraditional schools? 

Independent studies consistently show that students learn more 

in charter schools and that they have higher graduation and 

college-going rates than 

traditional public 

schools. In addition, they 

are cost-effective. While 

charter schools are not 

given start-up money, 

they do receive per-pupil funding from the state and are able to 

provide an outstanding education spending less money per pupil 

than public school systems. 

A Focus on Student Success
A mistaken notion is that because charter schools show 

above-average scores on state tests that these schools are only 

for the advanced or gifted students. 

“Nothing could be further from the truth,” says Mark Cramer, 

superintendent of Roger Bacon Academy. “Many parents choose 

to transfer to our school because their child is not being 

successful in his or her former school. Our direct instruction 

methods usually enable the student to catch up to grade level 

within a year or even less.”

The Roger Bacon Academy gladly accepts students with 

learning challenges. Kristan Pelik, one of four exceptional 

 

 

the state for its exceptional academic growth of its students; the 

state’s highest award as an Honor School of Excellence; and, for four 

of the last five years, High Academic Growth. Last year, both 

campuses were Schools of 

Distinction with more 

than 80 percent of all 

state tests passed at or  

above proficiency. 
“The school’s tenth 

anniversary theme — 
‘Promises Kept!’ — points to the fulfillment of the challenge we 
accepted during our fifth year anniversary celebration,” says the 

school’s founder and director, Baker Mitchell. “That theme — 
‘Accepting the Challenge’ — was chosen in response to Bush’s 
“No Child Left Behind” legislation. We have kept our promises 
to our parents for achieving a haven for all children that is the 
best in safety, character and scholarship.” 
 

What is a Charter School?
Charter schools are tuition-free pubic schools of choice open to 

all students regardless of race, social or economic status or 

educational background. With more than 4,000 schools 

nationwide in 41 states, and nearly 1.4 million students enrolled, 

charter schools represent the most significant achievement of the 

school “choice” movement. 

According to a recent article in the Wall Street Journal, 

enrollment in charter schools has more than doubled in the last 

six years. In fact, charter schools are in such demand that most 

have a waiting list and operate on a lottery system. 

Above: Charter Day School and Roger Bacon Academy edu-
cates about 750 students in Brunswick County, and the school 
has opened a sister location in Columbus County.

All children are welcome here, 
and we give them as much as  

they need to succeed.
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children teachers at the school, estimates that 15 percent of the 

student population receives some sort of accommodations for 

special needs or disabilities, such as an IEP or a 504 plan.  

“All children are welcome here,” stresses Pelik, “and we give 

them as much help as they need to succeed.”

The school is able to suit the needs of all its students.

“Every kid is different,” insists Ashley Catino, a first-grade 

teacher at the school, “so we have to differentiate the curriculum 

and ensure that students are in classrooms that match their levels.” 

Catino is sold on the reading program, which is strongly 

phonics based, because she has seen it work. “We have kids come 

in who are not able to read, and within months they’re up to 

where they need to be because of our curriculum. And because 

the school is on a year-round schedule, students are constantly in 

the routine of learning.” 

Beyond Academics
Along with their strong academic emphasis, the school offers a 

well-rounded educational program, including an art and music 

curriculum integrated into academics, a physical education 

curriculum, a nationally ranked 80-member cheerleading and 

gymnastics team, a Pop Warner football team, a Chess Club, 

Twirlettes, a Spirit Club, a Chorus, Boy Scouts, an annual Fastar 

competition and before-school and after-school day care.

The school also enjoys strong community and parental 

support. Terry Boldt, whose wife volunteers as a school board 

member, likes the school’s strong focus on academics. “Our kids 

have done great here,” says Boldt. “I wish I had a place like this 

when I was growing up. We drive 25 miles one way to attend the 

school, but we are happy to do it.”

Even grandparents are impressed with the school.

“The reason we like this school is because it’s like a little 

campground with old-fashioned learning,” admits Linda Keegan, 

grandmother of second-grader Mattie Tharpe. “They learn a lot 

here and they learn manners too, and I like the uniforms.” 

Mattie’s grandfather, Richard Keegan, is also eager to praise 

the school. “I like the teachers — they are friendly and they 

know the kids and show them a lot of compassion. And I like the 

security here — it’s a safe school.”

When you step foot on campus — whether it’s for an extra-

curricular event or an average school day — you can’t help but 

notice the friendliness of the staff as well as the student 

enthusiasm and spirit. 

“I like the school a lot,” says Jalissa Freeman, a sixth-grader 

and a cheer squad member who has traveled to Disney World in 

Orlando for the national cheer competitions. “I have made lot of 

friends here, my teachers are great and my grades have improved 

in all subjects.”

When asked what he liked best about the school, third-grader 

Benjamin Edwards summed up the school’s behavior policy in a 

nutshell: “They have good rules here like respecting the teachers 

and respecting the rights of others. And, I like math and lunch!”

What Does the Future Hold?
Looking back over the past ten years, Mitchell points to the 

dynamic growth and achievement of both schools as evidence 

that they have a solid model that should be replicated further. 

“We want to let people know the success we’ve had,” Mitchell 

says, “and we will continue to try to work closely with the 

traditional public schools in the area and with UNC-Wilmington 

to share our instructional model so that it can be more  

widely disseminated.”

Mitchell has definite plans for future growth.

“We’re definitely looking forward to the next ten years,” 

Mitchell says. “Our Brunswick County site is full, but we’ll 

continue to grow our Columbus campus and add more schools as 

the opportunities arise.”

For more information on Charter Day School and Roger 

Bacon Academy see  www.CharterDaySchool.org or call  

(910) 655-1214. n

Above: A variety of extracurricular activities complement the 
course of K through 8 studies at the school.


